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SYNERGY OF COOPERATION
Shchekinoazot to Gazprom: Thank You for Our Reliable Partnership

The first days of September witnessed an event of incredible importance for Shchekinoazot. Several new plants 
have been launched, the biggest which is a unique project that only exists on paper elsewhere in the world: 
this is a combined methanol and ammonia plant with an annual production capacity of 450,000 and 135,000 
tonnes, respectively. Once the M-450/A-135 plant reaches planned capacity, the company will be able to enjoy 
financial stability, even in today’s highly volatile market. The launch of the methanol-ammonia plant will push the 
company’s annual processing of natural gas up to 1.5 billion cubic metres.

T
he construction of the mainline gas pipe to the 
Shchekinoazot industrial platform played an 
important role in the success of this project. 
This was required as the project envisaged an 
increased consumption of natural gas. To ensure 

normal technological processes, it is necessary to deliver 
gas with certain parameters to the plant at a pressure of 
about 40–45 atm. Therefore, a new 400-mm diameter 
new pipeline needed to be fitted to the existing one.

Specialists from different divisions of Gazprom 
PJSC provided both substantial technical and 
organisational support to Shchekinoazot, including 
for documentation, and control of construction at 
every stage of work. In the early stages, employees 

from Gazprom Transgaz Moscow LLC (CEO Alexander 
Babakov) and Tulskoe LPUMG (Tula Linear Production 
Management of Gas Pipelines) branch made a detailed 
analysis and approved a project solution while the 
experts from Gazprom Gaznadzor LLC (CEO Mikhail 
Lukyanchikov) provided technical supervision. The 
most critical stage is commissioning the finished 
pipeline and connecting it to the Gazprom gas 
transportation system. Specialists from Department 308 
of Gazprom PJSC (headed by Vyacheslav Mikhalenko) 
personally supervised and controlled this process.

The success of this project is an important link in 
the chain of cooperation that has lasted for many years 
between the two teams.
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Contribution of Gas Workers
The chemical company believes 
that the contribution of gas workers 
in its development can not be 
exaggerated. The main 400-mm 
diameter pipeline became reality 
just two decades ago thanks to the 
far-sightedness of the management 
of the Tula Division of Mainline 
Pipes and Shchekinoazot, who 
thoughtfully laid the foundation for 
the further growth of the chemical 
company back in 2000.

The then director general of 
the Tula Division of Mainline 
Pipes, branch of Mostransgas 
LLC, Valentin Mitin, approached 
the issue of gas supply of the 
major chemical business with all 
seriousness. He undertook the 
construction of an alternative 
pipeline from just discovered 
northern deposits. In a most 
difficult time when the country 
changed its economic direction, 
accompanied by instability and 
decline, the gas workers managed 
to do something really impressive 
for Shchekinoazot in just two years, 
from 1998 to 2000.

Valentin Mitin initiated an 
increase in pipe diameter from 219 
to 400 mm for the new pipeline. 
Shchekinoazot received a new high-
pressure secure gas pipeline. Tula 
DMP provided Shchekinoazot with 
a seamless failure-proof gas supply 
from the Yamburg—Tula pipeline 
and, in fact, with a prospect of 
further expansion of chemical 
facilities.

The chemists from Shchekino 
are full of praise for such foresight. 
The current diameter provides a 
secure supply of gas for all plants, 
while the buffer capacity formed 
in 2000 proved useful when 

Shchekinoazot put in motion their 
strategy programme.

Even today Gazprom is one of 
Shchekinoazot's key partners. The 
cooperation reaches a new level. 
In 2018, Shchekinoazot JSC and 
Gazprom PJSC signed long-term 
contracts (until 2040) for gas supply, 
and new technical specifications 
were received for additional 
connections to the Gazprom PJSC 
gas transport system for a more 
dynamic growth of the company. 
This allows Shchekino's chemists 
to have confidence in their future 
and boosts the interest of potential 
investors in building new plants.

The Chemical Plant Began  
With Gas
The management and team of the 
more than 60-year-old chemical 
company highly value the good 
old partner relations between 
Shchekino' chemists and the gas 
workers.

It is interesting to note that 
the Order of Lenin Chemical 
Plant of Shchekino (now called 
Shchekinoazot) did not start with 
chemical technologies but was built 
on the facilities of a gas factory. 
It was the ancestor of today's 
company, and the gas generating 
shop was the first production unit 
here, after the power plant.

It all began a long time ago, 
when natural gas had not yet 
reached every home and factory. 
It was 1946, the first year after the 
war. To supply the capital city with 
gas the decision was taken to build 
the Shchekino Gas Plant, using the 
technology of processing Moscow 
Basin brown coal. It was the first in 
the country, was built on an empty 
field and its launch faced great 

challenges. Everything was done by 
trial and error, as their had been no 
practical experience of processing 
Moscow brown coal, which had 
high ash content and contained 
pyrites.

Nevertheless, the first utility gas 
was supplied from the Shchekino 
Plant to Tula and Moscow on 19 
April 1955. The official launch was 
celebrated a bit later.

In May 1957, on Victory Day, 
the Eternal Flame was lit here, on 
Shchekino land, for the first time. 
The gas for it was supplied from the 
gas plant as suggested by veterans 
from the front. They built this 
facility and worked in its shops.

Soon, large deposits of natural 
gas were discovered in the country, 
and new gas pipelines were built. 
They replaced low-profit poor-
quality gas from brown coal with 
natural gas. In 1958, the government 
decided to stop the production of 
brown coal gas and turn Shchekino 
Gas plant into a chemical facility.

Thanks to the gas plant's energy 
base (a powerful heat generation 
plant with a capacity of more than 
1,000 tons of steam per hour at a 
pressure of 110 atm, with 30 and 
10 atm bleeding steam turbine 
generators  for the plant's technical 
needs) and good infrastructure, they 
managed to build the Shchekino 
Compressor Station here on the 
Stavropol—Moscow pipeline 
(currently, the branch of Gazprom 
Transgaz Moscow – the Tula Line 
Production Division of Mainline 
Pipes).

The natural gas supplied here 
from the first explored deposits 
of gas and gas condensate in the 
North Caucasus via the Stavropol—
Moscow pipeline served as the 
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raw material for the Shchekino 
Chemical Plant. The first gas supply 
project named Gas Pipeline For 
SCP started in 1959. Until 2000, 
Shchekinoazot managed with this 
one 219-mm diameter pipeline.

When the new gas pipeline 
on the Shchekinoazot platform 
launches in 2018, it will fully 
cover the needs for raw material 
of the M-450/A-135 methanol and 
ammonia complex and will ensure 
stable pressure of gas supplied to 
the M-450 plant, which has been 
operating since 2011. The current 
launch of the combined plant will 
be followed by the third methanol 
project M-500, also provided with 
natural gas. The chemists have 
already started working on it.

In addition, the new gas 
pipeline is designed in to supply 
the future gas turbine unit on the 
Pervomayskaya thermal power 
station, a project implemented by 
Shchekinoazot.

More Projects Ahead
Today, Shchekinoazot, which 
has been well known in the 
international market for more 
than half a century, has reached a 
qualitatively new level of quality – 
with larger than ever volumes 
of globally demanded product, 
produced with hi-tech equipment 
and the most advanced technology.

Long-term contracts with 
leading Russian and global 
leaders in engineering, building 
construction, suppliers of raw 
materials, and consumers are 
proof of Shchekinoazot's reliability 
as a partner. Shchekinoazot has 
established mutually beneficial 
partnerships with foreign 
companies, in joint production 
with industrial businesses from the 
United States and Germany.

Relations are also developing 
with China. A Chinese company 
participated in the construction of 
the new sulfuric acid plant SK-200, 
that will be launched in 2018 on 
the main Shchekinoazot platform. 
It will replace the existing plant 

in the Yefremovo branch, whose 
production facilities are outdated. It 
is important to note that SK-200 is 
100% environmentally safe thanks 
to the use of advanced technologies 
from upgrading the existing 
principal sulfuric acid production 
scheme. In the meantime, the 
Yefremovo branch will receive the 
newest ammonia and urea plant.

Big things start from something 
small. Shchekinoazot specialists 
have approached the end of a largest 
investment project for the company – 
the ammonia and urea plant.

This will add another 1 billion 
cubic metres to the processing of 
natural gas. The "big urea" project 
started with a pilot, a miniature 
copy of the same plant in the 
Yefremovo branch of Shchekinoazot 
JSC. This plant can be supplied 
with enough natural gas by 
connecting it to a pipeline attached 
to the mainline pipe in Yefremovo.

History moves in a spiral, while 
life sets another challenge for this 
socially responsible business: the 
chemists and gas workers need to 
join forces again to help develop 
Russia's provinces. Then we will 
be able to build another newest 
plant for Shchekinoazot with high 
industrial and environmental safety. 
This means that people working on 
the Yefremovo platform do not need 
to worry about their jobs and decent 
pay.

After finishing the Yefremovo 
plant and perfecting the technology, 
while there is some spare time, 
Shchekinoazot are planning to 
finish all other projects parallel to 
the implementation of Methanol-500 
and obtain permission to build the 
"big ammonia and urea" plant. Once 
it is finished in 2024, Shchekinoazot 
will become a leading Russian 
manufacturer of chemical products. 
The final total investment in the 
projects will exceed USD 2 billion.

The company will triple the 
volume of natural gas that it 
processes – up to 3 billion cubic 
metres per year. Cooperation 
between Gazprom and 

Shchekinoazot will gain a new 
impulse.

Pushing Further
Six decades ago, Shchekinoazot 
laid the foundation of the national 
industrial chemistry and developed 
it at a great pace.

And today they continue to keep 
up the incredible speed of new 
plant construction for the chemical 
industry. In fact, even in Europe 
they do not build as much and as 
fast as the small team of Shchekino 
chemists do on a relatively small 
area. In the past 13 years, they have 
implemented 16 investment projects 
and added four more, which they 
are working on this autumn.

This is definitely in part 
thanks to the federal and regional 
government, the administration of 
Tula Region and governor Alexey 
Dyumin who assisted the company 
in resolving a number of issues. 
Shchekinoazot also has a close and 
productive relationship with the 
Russian Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce. Effective federal and 
regional mechanisms for supporting 
for chemical companies give them 
confidence in their future.

And of course, the invaluable 
support and understanding of their 
business and financial partners 
help realise any project. The most 
important of these are Gazprom and 
Sberbank. Their partnership with 
the company has proven fruitful 
over many years.

Shchekinoazot watches all 
Gazprom's new great achievements 
with interest and respect. 
Shchekino's chemists are grateful 
for this cooperation to the 
management and the whole team of 
Gazprom. Their initiatives in both 
industry and social services have 
served as a beacon for the entire 
Russian business community for the 
last 25 years. They hope that their 
mutually beneficial partnership will 
continue to bloom in the future. 
Shchekinoazot has big plans for the 
future. The future of the company. 
The future of Russia. 
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